Sir: The chronic toxic effects of anticonvulsant drugs pose considerable problems in the long term treatment of epilepsy.' Intellectual deterioration and other mental state changes are probably the most easily overlooked of these toxic effects, especially when not associated with other signs of toxicity. 2 We report the case of a 45 year old female with temporal lobe epilepsy, who developed overt psychiatric illness after 16 years of treatment with primidone and phenytoin which resolved dramatically on withdrawal of these drugs.
The patient has had temporal lobe absence seizures since the age of 14. 
